
 

 

 

Traffic Controller Vest Exemption 

Temporary measure to alleviate fatigue in situations of extreme heat 

The following exemption is a temporary arrangement that applies from the month of December 2013 until further notice. 

An accredited traffic controller may remove their yellow fluorescent poncho VEST as a temporary measure to alleviate heat 

fatigue if the following three conditions are met: 

 If the outside temperature is 38 degrees Celsius or above (the temperature is to be taken at 1 metre above the ground)                                                                                                                                                        

and 

 All cooling measures (such as under-vest ice packs) are in place but are proving ineffective in keeping the traffic 

controller comfortable and  

 The traffic controller is wearing a long sleeve high visibility cotton shirt that complies with the Manual of Uniform Traffic 

Control Devices (MUTCD) standards for road workers. The shirt must not be faded. 

As soon as the outside temperature falls below 38 degrees Celsius, the traffic controller must resume wearing their yellow 

poncho fluorescent vest. 

In all other respects the traffic controller must be fully compliant with the traffic controller dress requirements, (including 

wearing a broad brimmed hat in day situations with a fluorescent/retro-reflective hat band). 

Note to supervisors, managers and traffic controllers: 

All supervisors and managers of traffic controllers must be aware of their obligations under the Code of Practice - Traffic 

Management for Construction or Maintenance Work 2008. 

Traffic controllers must comply with the Traffic Controller Accreditation Scheme Approved Procedure and the MUTCD. 

It is essential that supervisors and managers of traffic controllers undertake close monitoring of traffic controller staff to 

ensure that all appropriate measures are being taken to keep traffic controllers comfortable in adverse weather conditions. 

No traffic controller should reach the point of heat exhaustion or risking heat stroke due to the traffic controller not taking 

adequate action to apply cooling measures. 

Employers must ensure that traffic controllers are receiving a break from traffic control duties for at least 15 minutes after 

every 2 hours of stop/slow traffic control work. This time may be spent re-applying cool packs to vests and taking other steps 

such as resting in shaded areas or undertaking other duties that do not involve stop/slow work in the heat. 

In extreme heat situations during day time periods of 10am to 3pm it is suggested that supervisors consider rotating traffic 

controllers at shorter intervals than 2 hours (i.e.30 minutes and 1 hour intervals) to alleviate the impact of heat issues. 

All technical enquiries should be directed to: TrafficEngineering.support@tmr.qld.gov.au  
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